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Welcome to the April issue of the EMIT Newsletter, 
published by the Department of Labor & Economic 
Growth, Office of Career and Technical Preparation.  
It is our desire to keep you informed about events and 
other useful information to help you as you navigate 
along the EMIT pathway. 
 
Past issues of this Newsletter may be viewed at: 
http://www.michigan.gov/mdcd/0,16
07,7-122-1680_2629_2724-101172--
,00.html. You are encouraged to 
review the information contained 
herein and pass it along to a 
colleague to whom it may be useful.  
Any ideas and/or suggestions should 
be addressed to Patricia Talbott,  
(517) 373-0359 or talbott-
dillsp@michigan.gov.  If you are not 
receiving this newsletter via email and would like to 
do so, please take a minute and send us your email 
address.   
 
Focus Groups Have Been Organized  
 
In an effort to strengthen our Michigan Construction, 
Machine Tool and Welding programs, the OCTP is 
attempting to identify nationally recognized 
organizations to establish standards and provide 
program accreditation and student/instructor 
certification.  OCTP funded programs would be 
required to adhere to these standards.   
 
Towards this goal, Focus Groups have been 
established and have completed their initial meetings.  
These groups are comprised of secondary and 
postsecondary educators, business persons, industry 
representatives and other interested individuals.  The 
groups are expected to complete their deliberations by 
the middle of May and the results made known.  
Subsequently, additional suggestions and 
comments will then be solicited from all 
stakeholders.  Those wishing to be heard regarding  
this matter may, at any time, email Patricia Talbott at 
the above email address. 

NATEF Self-Evaluation Workshop 
 

Automotive training programs that are in-part funded 
by the Office of Career and Technical Preparation are 
required to maintain their National Automotive 
Technicians Education Foundation (NATEF) 
certifications. On March 14, in response to many 
requests, the OCTP sponsored an all-day training 

secession aimed at assisting instructors and 
their respective administrators understand a
complete the recertification process. Eigh
participants were able to ask questions and 
receive responses from NATEF 
representatives and others knowledgeable 
about the required documents and procedures 
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Because of the demand, it was necessary to 
close the registration for this event earlier 

than originally planned.  Some of those wishing to 
attend were unable to do so and it may be necessary to 
hold a similar secession at a later date.  Prior notice 
would be given in this newsletter and if it does 
happen, please remember to register early.   
 
YES! Expo 2006 
 
The Michigan Youth Engineering and Science Expo 
(YES!) is scheduled to be held on (Mark Your 
Calendars!) November 2 at Ford Field in Detroit.  This 
yearly event is organized by Michigan Technological 
University (MTU) in conjunction with other Michigan 
Universities and sponsoring organizations.  Its intent 
is to “excite students from varied backgrounds about 
pursuing an engineering or science education”. 
Corporate and University exhibitors were present to 
explain and promote their fields of endeavor. They 
also distributed tons of free stuff!  Last years event 
was a tremendous success, hosting over 10,000 middle 
and high school students from all around the State and 
this year’s promises to be even larger.   
 
Plan on attending and take as many of your students as  
possible!  Keep updated by visiting their website at:  
http://yes.mtu.edu.   
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Michigan Center for Career and Technical 
Education   
 
The MCCTE, located at Michigan State University, 
maintains a library to assist you with planning 
developing, and delivering training programs in 
workforce development.  Their library is maintained 
with the assistance of the OCTP and it may be a great 
resource in helping you determine what recent 
materials are available to assist your students.  Most of 
these resources are available to you for LOAN.  
Others are available for purchase.  For a complete list 
of what is available for you, log onto their website at: 
www.mccte.msu.edu.   
 
Free Automotive Instructor Update Training  
 
Melior Corporation, through a grant from the U. S. 
Department of Labor-Employment and Training is 
providing FREE Automotive Instructor update 
training.  To qualify your school must be either 
NATEF Certified or in the process of NATEF 
Certification.  This training will help schools meet the 
NATEF annual requirement of 20 hours instructor 
technical training.  Currently, 575 Instructors have 
registered for 2493 modules of training.   
 
The Upgrading the Nation’s Automotive Programs 
Grant provides on-line access to this continuing 
education requirement through Melior.  Simply use 
your 6-digit NATEF I.D. for free access to the training 
from the Melior website: www.upgrade2cert.org or  
www.melioronline.com
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Construction Programs 
  
You may now obtain a FREE CD-ROM entitled, 
“Building Homes of Our Own”, from National 
Association of Home Builders.  This is an interactive 
simulation game teaching tool that provides virtual 
home building training.  Middle and high school 
teachers can use this educational tool to supplement 
their classroom lessons and engage students in a 
virtual experience that reinforces basic skills such as 
math, science, social studies and language arts; in 
addition, it presents problem-solving and decision-
making challenges.  The program challenges students 

to work against a schedule and within a budget to 
design and build a 3D home.  To order your free CD, 
visit their website: www.homesofourown.org.  
   
For more information, contact Kym Kilbourne at 
800/368-5242 Ex. 8447 
 
Opportunities in Construction 
 
To obtain a wealth of information about the 
construction field, view the Associated Builders and 
Contractors website at: http://abc.org.  This site has 
resources for younger students, high school students, 
teachers, and parents.  Information is provided on 
various skilled trades jobs, construction management, 
design and engineering, earning power, apprenticeships, 
and a virtual job site tour.  
 
Power Tool Institute, Inc. established itself as an 
organization focused on building global understanding 
of power tools and encouraging high standards of 
safety and quality control in the industry. Many 
resources are available on their website to assist the 
teacher in the classroom, for example, commonly 
asked questions about power tools, glossary of terms, 
free literature and videos relating to power tool safety, 
power tool accidents.  In addition, you can download 
free video footage on power tool usage.  Click on:   
http://www.powertoolinstitute.com.  
 
Summer Camp Opportunities  
 
Summer Quest:  
 
Eastern Michigan University’s Summer Institute for 
High School students entering grades 10-12 immerses 
students in one of eight academic institutes.  This 
program will be held from between June 19th and 25th. 
The cost is $495/week, but full scholarships are 
available!  Log onto: www.emich.edu/summerquest  
or call (734) 487-5624 
 
 Summer Robotics Camp 
 
This program is being held at Lake Superior State 
University between July 9 through July 21.  Its target 
group is for gifted and talented young men in grades 
8-12.  Students will receive hands-on experiences with 
automation, data acquisition, computer animation, 
electronics, and webpage development.   
 
The selection criteria may look difficult and the 
residential participant’s cost is $695/week with partial 
scholarships available.  You may contact the 
university at: (906) 635-2207, or visit:  
http://engineering.lssu.edu/images/RC06brochure.pdf
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eLearning Website 
 
As of April 1, 2005, the U.S. Department of 
Education’s eLearning professional development 
website for teachers hadreceived over 100,000 
visitors.  Teachers can receive free professional 
development on a wide variety of courses that focus 
on improving their content knowledge and teaching 
skills in reading, math, and science.  In addition, they 
offer courses on “No Child Left Behind, using data 
effectively, and standards based education.  Visit: 
http://www.paec.org/teacher2teacher.  
 
The eLearning professional development website is 
part of the U. . Department of Education’s Teacher-to-
Teacher Initiative, which also supports teachers 
through workshops. Visit the Teacher-to-Teacher 
Initiative website at: 
http://www.ed.gov/teacherinitiative.  
 
 
Technical Review, Assistance and Compliance 
Schedule for 2006-07 
 
The Office of Career and Technical Preparation 
(TRAC) Team will visit the following regions as 
follows.  The team provides technical review and 
assistance to teachers and administrators in the areas 
of grants, finance, data, evaluation and accountability, 
and CTE program reviews: 
 
Region 1 Gogebic-Ontonagon ISD 
Region 2 Delta-Schoolcraft  
 ISD/Marquette-Alger RESA 
Region 9 Muskegon Area ISD 
Region 10  Montcalm Area ISD 
Region 15 Genesee ISD 
 
 
University of Michigan Computer Camp  
 
There is a computer camp (Camp CAEN) offered by 
the University of Michigan College of Engineering, 
that teaches classes which include: Java & C++ 
Programming, Web Site Development, Flash 
Animation, 3D Modeling and Rendering, and Virtual 
Reality.  From the engineering student labs to an 
immersive Virtual Realty CAVE, high-tech is here and 
students are invited to discover the endless 
possibilities awaiting them during this summer camp.   
 
To obtain an application form and view video clips of 
past students, view their website:  Register now for 
June classes. 
www.engin.umich.edu/caen/campcaen/index.html.   
 
 

Best Practices 
 
An instructor at Fowlerville High School shared the 
following form.  He commented that he was 
attempting to stay one step ahead of noted attorney 
Sam Bernstein.  We thought that we would pass it 
along to you: 
 

Fowlerville High School 
Machining & Manufacturing Class 

 
Acknowledge of Safety Instruction and Pledge 
 
I have received the SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS 
regarding the operation of the following power driven 
machines.  I fully understand the importance of these 
rules and regulations and I am fully aware that the 
violation of any of them may endanger others and 
myself. 
 
My teacher has demonstrated to me the proper 
methods of using each machine listed below and has 
pointed out the safety precautions necessary to avoid 
injury. 
 
I have demonstrated my ability to use each machine 
listed below in the presence of my teacher.  I 
understand the safety precautions involved and 
understand how to ensure my safety through the 
proper use of machines.  I am confident that I can 
operate these machines safely.  When in doubt about 
the operation of any machine, or other equipment, I 
will consult the teacher before proceeding. 
 
(Name of each machine to be written in by the student 
only after he/she has passed the safety tests and 
demonstrated his/her ability to use it.) 
 
Name of Machine       Date Student’s Signature
 Teacher’s Initials Test Score
 
1.   
2. 
3. 
4. 
etc……. 
 
I have passed the tests covering safety in the shop and 
use of the above listed machines. 
 
I promise to observe the SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS 
and to follow the instructions given in the 
demonstration.  I may use the machines only after I 
have been properly instructed in their safe use and 
have the approval of the teacher.  I understand that the 
use of machines in this shop is voluntary on my part. 
 

http://www.paec.org/teacher2teacher
http://www.ed.gov/teacherinitiative
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Metal Forming  Grants 
 
The Precision Metalforming Association Educational 
Foundation (PMAEF) announced that it has a grant 
budget for the year 2006 of $170,000. The foundation 
accepts requests for funding from institutions and 
organizations whose programs promote, enhance 
and/or support the development of a metalforming 
workforce in the U.S.  You may download their 
application at: www.pmaef.org or call (216) 901-8800. 
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CAD Students, Show Your Skills and Win! 
 
The Studica Skills Competition web site is an online 
center where students can compete for cash and prizes 
by showcasing their design and presentation work.  
Middle school – through graduate-level students are 
encouraged to enter the competitions, where they will 
use designated software to create their entries. There 
are many different competitions held throughout the 
year, including 3D Animation, 3D Modeling, Digital 
Sketching, Architectural and Mechanical Design, 
CAD, Video/Film, Game Development, and Graphics 
Design.   
 
Those students who have winning projects, will have 
their work displayed on the website and may be used 
in advertising campaigns.  Some of the many prizes 
awarded are software, electronic music equipment and 
prizes up to $500.  Michigan students hurry and 
“Show Your Skills” by visiting: 
www.studica.com/skills
 
 
Heating, Ventilation, Air Conditioning, and 
Refrigeration  
 
To demonstrate its support of HVACR education, 
Thomason Delmar Learning, publisher of 
Refrigeration and Air Conditioning Technology, is 
sponsoring a limited number of grants for the HVAC 
Excellence Employment Ready Certification (Student 
Outcome Assessments).  Certification determines that 

graduates of the course are properly trained with work-
ready skills.   
 
Qualifying programs must be located at secondary 
and/or postsecondary institutions.  Grants are limited – 
early application is encouraged.  Visit: 
www.hvacexcellence.org/grant.htm. 
 
Safety Checklists 
 
If you are having difficulty developing or updating 
your program safety checklists, try viewing the 
National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health 
(NIOSH) website.   At this site you can view 
checklists based primarily on OSHA as well as the 
EPA and other federal government agencies’ 
regulations and standards.  Once you enter the site, 
click on Safety Checklists and Indexes, and then select 
“Career-Technical Programs Index”. 
http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/docs/2004-101/chap4.html. 
  
 
 

 
Questions, comments, and/or suggestions regarding 

this newsletter, should be addressed to PatriciaTalbott-
Dills, (517) 335-0359 or talbott-dillsp@michigan.gov. 

 
 
 
 

 
The Office of Career and Technical Preparation complies 
with all Federal laws and regulations prohibiting 
discrimination and with all requirements and regulations of 
the U.S. Department of Education.  It is the policy of the 
Office of Career and Technical Preparation that no person 
on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin or 
ancestry, age, gender, height, weight, marital status, or 
disability shall be subjected to discrimination in any 
program, service or activity for which it is responsible, or 
for which it receives financial assistance from the U.S. 
Department of Education.  Contact: Office of Civil Rights 
Administration Coordinator, Office of Career and Technical 
Preparation, P.O. Box 30712, Lansing, MI 48909. (517) 
373-3373. 
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